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made to the lady Here, though I thought in the chape) itself I had seen the riches of the universe, I found a prodigious quantity of more costly piesents, the superstitious tribute of most of the Roman Catholic princes in Euiope Among a multitude of others, they showed me a sword set with diamonds, the offering of Charles III, then King of Spam, but now Emperor of Germany Though, I must confess, being a heretic, I could much easier find a reason for a fan* lady's presenting such a sword to a King of Spam, than for a King of Spam presenting such a sword to a fair lady, and by the motto upon it, Pulch? a tamen nigra, it was plain such was his opinion That pnnce was so delighted with the pleasures of this sweet place, that he, as well as I, stayed as long as ever he could, though neither of us so long as either could have wished.
But there was another offering from a King of Portugal, equally glorious and costly, but much better adapted, and therefoi e in its propriety easier to be accounted for That was a glory for the head of hei ladyship, every ray of which was set with diamonds, large at the bottom, and gradually lessening to the very extremity of eveiy ray. Each ray might be about half a yard long, and I imagined in the whole, there might be about one hundied of them. In short, if ev&r her ladyship did the offerer the honour to put it on, I will, though a heretic, venture to aver, she did not, at that present time, look like a human creature
To enumerate the rest, if my memory would suffice, would exceed belief As the upper part was a plain miracle of nature, the lower was a complete treasury of miiaculous art
If you ascend from the lowest cell to the very summit, the last of all the thirteen, you will perceive a continual contention between pleasure and devotion, and at last, perhaps, find youiself at a loss to decide which deserves the preeminence for you are not here to take cells in the vulgar acceptation, as the little dormitories of solitary monks No! neatness, use, and contrivance, appear in every one of them; and though in an almost perfect equality, yet SDL such pei fec-tion, that you will find it difficult to daw^cr in any one 01 them anything wanting to the pleasure of Me.
If you descend to the convent near the foot of the venerable hill, you may see more, much more of the riches of the woild; but less, far less appea -ance of a celestial treasure. Perhaps